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Appendix table 5-29.
Age distribution of doctoral scientists and engineers in full-time faculty positions at research universities and other academic institutions: 1973–99

Age (years) 1973 1975 1977 1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999

All universities and colleges

Total number (in thousands) .................. 103.3 116.4 125.6 131.2 141.9 148.4 156.9 164.4 169.8 173.1 172.4 171.4 178.4 184.0
  Less than 30 ........................................... 3.6 2.9 2.3 1.7 1.5 1.1 1.0 0.7 0.5 0.8 1.1 0.7 0.8 2.6
  30–34 ...................................................... 22.0 20.1 16.9 14.5 13.2 10.2 9.9 8.5 7.8 8.1 8.3 7.3 7.5 9.7
  35–39 ...................................................... 19.9 21.6 23.7 23.3 20.7 18.6 18.2 15.9 15.1 14.9 15.3 14.9 13.1 14.4
  40–44 ...................................................... 16.6 16.6 16.4 17.8 20.5 22.6 21.4 20.0 18.6 17.8 17.1 17.0 16.7 16.7
  45–49 ...................................................... 13.6 13.8 14.3 14.1 13.8 15.1 17.0 20.1 20.8 19.4 18.4 17.9 17.2 16.8
  50–54 ...................................................... 11.0 11.3 11.4 11.8 12.0 12.4 12.0 13.1 14.6 17.4 18.5 18.7 18.5 17.5
  55–59 ...................................................... 7.0 7.5 8.4 9.3 9.4 10.3 9.7 10.5 11.1 11.0 10.6 12.4 14.5 13.6
  60–64 ...................................................... 4.3 4.6 4.8 5.4 6.3 7.0 7.3 7.6 7.7 7.2 7.5 7.4 7.7 6.2
  65 or more ............................................... 2.0 1.8 1.7 2.0 2.7 2.8 3.5 3.5 3.8 3.4 3.3 3.8 4.0 2.6

Research universitiesa

Total number (in thousands) .................. 55.7 61.5 64.7 67.1 73.8 72.2 80.6 84.2 86.6 85.8 84.4 81.6 81.5 84.2
  Less than 30 ........................................... 3.4 3.0 2.5 2.2 2.1 1.4 1.2 1.0 0.6 0.8 1.2 0.9 0.9 2.4
  30–34 ...................................................... 20.6 18.8 16.4 14.9 14.1 11.2 11.4 9.8 9.3 9.1 9.4 7.3 7.0 9.6
  35–39 ...................................................... 19.3 20.3 21.0 21.7 19.8 18.0 17.9 16.6 17.1 16.6 16.6 16.4 14.0 15.0
  40–44 ...................................................... 16.4 16.3 16.2 17.2 18.8 20.2 20.0 18.7 17.2 17.5 17.6 18.4 17.6 17.7
  45–49 ...................................................... 14.3 14.2 14.7 13.9 12.6 14.9 15.4 17.8 18.4 17.8 16.9 16.9 17.3 15.8
  50–54 ...................................................... 11.4 12.2 12.3 12.1 12.1 12.1 12.0 12.9 13.8 15.6 16.0 16.5 17.3 16.8
  55–59 ...................................................... 7.7 8.3 9.3 10.0 10.4 10.8 9.8 10.3 10.9 10.7 11.0 11.8 13.5 12.8
  60–64 ...................................................... 4.8 5.0 5.4 5.8 6.8 8.0 8.2 8.5 8.0 7.7 7.8 7.5 7.8 6.5
  65 or more ............................................... 2.1 1.9 2.2 2.3 3.2 3.5 4.1 4.3 4.8 4.2 3.7 4.2 4.7 3.2

Other types of universities and colleges

Total number (in thousands) .................. 47.6 54.9 61.0 64.1 68.2 76.2 76.2 80.2 83.2 87.3 88.1 89.7 96.8 99.9
  Less than 30 ........................................... 3.8 2.8 2.1 1.2 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.4 0.4 0.8 0.9 0.6 0.7 2.7
  30–34 ...................................................... 23.6 21.4 17.5 14.1 12.2 9.4 8.2 7.1 6.3 7.1 7.3 7.2 7.9 9.7
  35–39 ...................................................... 20.7 23.0 26.5 25.1 21.6 19.1 18.5 15.2 13.1 13.1 14.1 13.5 12.5 13.9
  40–44 ...................................................... 16.8 17.0 16.6 18.4 22.3 24.9 22.8 21.3 20.1 18.1 16.7 15.7 16.0 15.9
  45–49 ...................................................... 12.8 13.3 13.9 14.3 15.0 15.2 18.8 22.5 23.4 20.9 19.9 18.8 17.1 17.5
  50–54 ...................................................... 10.5 10.3 10.4 11.6 11.8 12.7 12.0 13.4 15.4 19.2 20.8 20.6 19.5 18.0
  55–59 ...................................................... 6.3 6.5 7.5 8.5 8.4 9.8 9.6 10.8 11.2 11.3 10.2 12.9 15.4 14.2
  60–64 ...................................................... 3.6 4.2 4.2 5.1 5.8 5.9 6.3 6.6 7.4 6.8 7.1 7.2 7.5 6.0
  65 or more ............................................... 1.8 1.6 1.2 1.7 2.0 2.2 2.9 2.6 2.7 2.7 3.0 3.3 3.5 2.2

(Percentages)

aResearch universities are designated by Carnegie classification code (see Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, A Classification of Institutions of Higher Education, Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 1994).

NOTE: Faculty positions include full, associate, and assistant professors and instructors.  Foreign-earned doctorates are excluded.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics (NSF/SRS), Survey of Doctorate Recipients, unpublished tabulations (Arlington, VA, 1999).
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